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The Challenge... Racing and Technology

Nobuhiko Kawamoto

I think the significance of Honda's challenge of F-1 racing can be epitomized in
the "Nurturing of Engineers," "Creation of Innovative Technology," and the "Dream
Together" with the many fans of Honda.

I don't think the thrill of competition can be explained by logic. Winning is
glorious, and defeat is bitter, no matter what the reason. This is simply the basis of
the way people feel. The challenge in the world of racing consists of attempting to
overcome the outer limits of technology and speed, and there is considerable drama
behind the scenes. It brings out the spirit of competition in almost all involved. Of
course, this holds true for all racing categories, but once we determine to challenge,
I think the important thing is to set our goals to the Highest level possible in the most
difficult categories.

Challenging the outer limits of technology necessitates the ultimate level of
achievement in all areas. This includes the engineering technology related to
engine performance, and the expertise incorporated into each and every part used to
build the engine. I think this perception leads engieers to nurture the creativity to
pioneer new horizons in technology.

Over the past 10 years, the end of each season was a time to look back upon the
problems encountered during the year, and the next season represented the
challenge of surmounting the seemingly unsurmountable goals which we set for
ourselves. I can truthfully say that all of the staff involved in the F-1 effort really
gave it all they had.

And though we are not currently participating in F-1 competition, there are many,
many other issues surrounding us which are equal in scale. I think we should
positively confront them rather than passively waiting for them to come. There are
numerous extremely important social issues which must be addressed such as the
environment, resources and the efficient use of energy. I am confident that the
spirit of challenge developed through the F-1 program at Honda will be all the more
valuable to us in the future, the more difficult and large in scale the task at hand
may be.

We are proud at this time to publish a number of reports on the technology
developed during the 10 years of F-1 racing in a special edition of the Honda R&D
Technical Review. We hope that giving the general public and experts from around
the globe the opportunity to objectively evaluate our achievements will serve as an
important foundation for future development of a wide range of innovative
technology.
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